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From Young Man’s Coffee-Houfe, 
January 26, 


H E Gentlemen here this 
Evening held a Debate 
at the Great Table con- 
cerning Men exprefling 
themfelves well in Con- 
verfation ; where it was carried that 
the whole Company had an extraor- 
dinary Talent that way. I wonder 
there fhould be fo few Orators, when 
the Art of {peaking according to the 
true Mode is fo common, and Men 
may make themfelves great that way 
by as certain and inf: allible Rules, as 
you may be a Soldier or a Mecha- 
nick. There is an Inftance of this, 
in the Inftructions laid down by a 
.@ Painter, toa Perfon who wanted to 
bea Courtier. He fat before him a 
every lively Picture reprefenting a 


r 


celebrated Polititian and ask'd him, 
whether he thought that Portraiture 
refembled him. The Man faid he 
beleived it did nor. This Humour 
of the Painter fhews, that Men are 
often miftaken in their own Notions, 
and the Fancy of it may be likewife 
turned to other Purpofes. If our 
Proceedings with refpeét to the 
Times were to be drawn out, and 
the Pieces expofed to Sale,abundance 
of Perfons would look upon them as 
Rarities, till the Enemics to Peace 
had cut out fome frefh Patterns for 
their Admiration. A Defcription of 
the Breaches between fome particu- 
lar Perfons and Parties, may ferve 
many for Clofet-Pieces, provided 
they have all the grand Affairs of the 
Nation hung up in their Halls, or 
great Parlours. Such a Proje&t would 
bs very beneficial to the Underta- 
kers, and employ a great man 
4B Hands 





Hands in working up thefe forts of 
Imitations. They may be decyphe- 
red ia Hangings, Curtains, Land- 
skips, Screens, Garments, and a 
thoufand other trifling things. A 
witty Gentleman, who formerly 
wrought feveral Curiolities tor fome 
Perfons of Honour, is now upon di- 
vers pretty Inventions of this Nature. 
He is preparing a great many fine 
Device They who have had a 
fight of the Draughts are mightily 
pleafed with their manner of being 
done, but fome are angry in feeing 
themfelves fo perfeetly fee forth. 
They fay, tho’ it is nothing but by 
way of general Advice, it certainly 
means them ; yer none are {0 offen- 
ded with the Artift, but would give 
him any Price to have the Hittory 
at large. ‘The Battles reprefeated 
in the Scenes as fought between Par- 
tiesand Perfons, are extraordinary 
lively. Thefe Myftcries of Inven- 
tions are not only pleafant rothe Eye, 
but very inftructive to the Mind ; 
they fhew us the Deformities we 
ought to fhun, towards the preven- 
ting of our own Deftruétion. I re- 
member a fhort Interlude at Rome of 
this Nature, which reprefented to 
the Audience a very beautiful Ciry, 
and the Inhabitants in perfectHealth, 
except two Perfons fick fthe Plague 
confin'd in a Pelt Houfe, who by 
the Negligence of thofe that tended 
them, were let loofé to range the 
Streets among the Multitude. In 
time the Infection fpread throughout 
the whole Town; whereupon a 


greatnumber of People died, The 
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Phyficians by order of the King were 
called to examine from whence the 
Contagion arofe. But being divided 
intheir Opinions, and thinking that 
no material Point to be argued ar 
fuch a Critical JunCture, they conful- 
ted about Remedies for removing 
the Diftemper; neither the Princes 
nor the Peafants, the Beautiful nor 
the Deform'd were exempted from 
being offered either a Dram or an 
Ounce, more ar lefs of the Antidotes 
prefcrib’d according tothe Strength 
or Weaknefs of the Patient. This 
Interlude may be fitly apply’d to 
our prefent Circumftances. A long 
time has been fpent in difputing, 
who are the Originals of our Mif.- 
fortunes, and from whence the Tu- 
multscame. It is certain we can’t 
agree upon that Particular Article. 
Some plead by one way, and fome 
another. fhould be glad ifa proper 
Method Were found out to cure r 

weakly Conftitution of the Body 
Politick. ; 





From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
January 25. 


HIS being my Wedding-Day, 

I order'd (as 1 ufually do) the 
Windows to be illuminated in the 
Evening ; and becaufe it was the 
Jubilee Year I drew up a Play to be 
acted in my Great Hall at Midnighe 
after all other Divertions were 
ended ; but by reafon of the Multi 
tude who came from all Parts of the 
Town to fee the Performance, [ re 
move’ 
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moved the Stage to the middle of the 
Garden,and begun precifely at Seven. 
The occafion of fuch a valt Audi- 
ence was, that | gave out | intended 
to fet forth in very natural Allulions, 
the Diltrefles of the Nation and the 
Madnefs ot thePeople, in ftriving by 
ftrange kind of Diforders,cooverturna 
well eftablifh’d Settlement This Re- 
port brought Companies of all Parties 
tofee how I would prefent things,and 
what Reflections | made upon the 
Times. After I had read the Heads 
of the Play over tothe People. there 
was no want of extraordinary Actors, 
one out of every Religion offer’d to 
be a Comedian to periorma Part in 
this Tragi-Comedy, or whatever the 
Reader is pleafed to call it. Any 
Perfon of an ordinary Capacity may 
be capable of unravelling the mean- 
ing of every Act ; and though fome 
of the Scenes appear fomewhat too 
gay ; yet lam certain che moft {e- 
rious Obferver of Modelty will for- 
give that Fault, by reafon of the Be- 
nefit he'll receive from the finencfs 
ofthe Morals. The Entertainment 
conlifted of Eleven feveral Scencs. 

The firft reprefented 4podo finging 
an Ode on his Lyre, which he had 
made in Praife of the Conquerors 
after the compleat Victory that Fu 
piter and his Party had obtain’d over 
the Giants. 

The fecond Scene was Funo going 
to #Eelus to beg a Tempeft of him 
to prevent Eneas’s Landing. After 
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what manner fhe cajol’d the Airy 
Deity, and humbled herfelf before 
him; as alfo how fhe fite upona 
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cold Cloud, expofing herfelf to the 
Injury of the Weather, during the 
Battle between the Party fhe prote- 
éted, and the Party fhe hated. 

The Third Scene reprefented a 
Judge with a Colleétion of Raillerics 
in his Hand, intimating, that as Pi- 
ety confecrates the vile(t things when 
they have touch’d the Bodies o§ 
Saints.or only their Bones andAfhes ; 
fo Love and Admiration idolize 
Men who bear the Character of 
Zealots, 

The Fourth Scene difplay’d a 
Greek giving three thoufand Drach- 
ma’s for Epiéetus’s Earthen Lamp, 
which he ufed in his Lucubrations ; 
and that extravagant Prince, who 
gave a greatmany Talents for the 
Poct Afclyluss ‘Table-Book, with 
him who corrupted the Prieft of 
Delphos to get Orpheus's Lyre out of 
their Hands, though he knew nor 
how to touch it, or even put it in 
Tune. 

The Fifth Scene reprefented Her- 
cules retiring into a Forreft to avoid 
the {Corching Heat of the Sun, with 
his Wife Omphale going to Bed, wha 
being the more chilly and timerous, 
took the Lyon’s Skin which her Huf- 
band wore, to cover her, and the 
Club to defend her from the wild 

Zeafls; and Faunus attempting ta 
corrupt Omphale at Midnight, when 
the Scrvants were aflecp. 

The Sixth Scene fhewed one of 
the Goddciles taking a Journey from 
Heaven to Earth, upon fufpicion 
that a Cloud which the difcovered 
might be the Canopy under which 


hes 





her treacherous Husband fported 
with fome Earthly Damfel; and the 
Adulterer converting his Miftrefs 
into a Heifer, that his Wife r'-'* 
not furprize him in the Fact. one 
bege’d the Heifer, and fer Argus to 
watch her, and afrerwards fhe tor- 
mented her with a Fury that made 
her run over all the Earth. 

The Seventh Sqene was a Sove- 
reign Princefs fitting upon a ftately 
Throne,with a Sceptre in her Hand, 
and a Diadem on her Head, with 
this Motro under her Feet, Di/con- 
tent is a Fever, whichis mot more ea/i- 
ly cured on a Down-Bed than upon 
Straw 

The Eighth Scene fers forth aT y- 
rant loaded with Chains, and thrown 
into the darkeft and deepeft Dun- 
geon of the Chaos, as remote from 
the Earth, asthe Earth is from Hea- 
ven, and only fuffered (as Slaves are 
allowed fome Days of Liberty) once 
every Year to do what he pleafes. 

The Ninth Scene was an old 
Man fitting upon a Mountain, with 
a Table and Desk before him, wri- 
ting down all that came to pafs in 
two Columns ot a Book, one with 
Red, the other with Black Ink; to 
diftinguith the Vertues and Crimes 
of the Men whofe Actions he was 
to note down. 

In the Tenth Scene the Chaos 
was the firft thing reprefented ; af- 
terwards the Earth and Love were 
broughtin ; then Erebus and the 
Night were begotten by the Chaos, 
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and Aither and the Da 
from 


proceeded 
the Marriage of Erebus and 
Night, and the Earth without any 
Marriage begot Heaven and the Sea, 
and afterwards fhe produced Oceanus, 


Rhea, Themis, Tethys, Saturn, &&c. 
Then was reprefented that this ex- 
traordinary fruitful Marriage gave 
but littl Comtort to the Earth, for 
Heaven her Husband fhur up all hee 
Children as talt as they were born. 
She encouraged them toRevenge.and 
did it fo effectually. thar Saturn with 
the ftroke of a Scythe cut off his Fa- 
ther’s namelefs Parts, and caft them 
into the Sea ; they produc’d a Froth, 
from which (prung the Goddefs Venus, 

The laft Scene was Love, Fraud, 
Fear, Labour, Envy, Deftiny, Old 
Age, Death, Darknefs. Mifery, 
Dreams, going to prefent themfélves 
ina Body to the Magiltrates of a 
populous City, who had almoft rui- 
ned themfelves with Eleven Plagues. 

After the Play was over, feveral 
Politicians who were prefent at the 
Entertainment, came into my Stud 
and defired Keys to unlock thofe E- 
leven Allegories : For they faid fome 
of the Myfteries were fo intricate 
that they could not with all their 
Skill unfold them. Ihad no fooner 
explained the meaning of ever 
Scene, but they acknowledged their 
Error in not apprehending perfect. 
ly what was as plain to be under- 
ftood asthe moving of the Planets, 
or knowing when the Moon is in an 
Eclipfe. 
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